Ealing G&T Sixth Form conference - 2010

www.sir-in-antarctica.com
Is Science and Tourism in Antarctica worth the Ecological Impact?

Approximately 20 students

Aims of Workshop:

· Students to analyse the ecological footprint of the Fuchs Foundation 2010 expedition

· Students to discuss whether expeditions such as these are worth the Ecological Impact

· What do Expedition members do to reduce their environmental impact?

Plan:

Please note: this is very flexible.  They should (in theory) be extremely bright, so feel free to go off on tangents if they are interested in anything.

	Timings
	Activity

	0mins
	Introduce workshop, yourself & aims

	5mins
	Introduce how untouched the continent is, explaining what the Antarctic treaty says on the matter of environment and ecosystems

	10mins
	Starter:  students look at the 6 pictures provided, labelling numbers on the Venn diagram in their booklet.  Hopefully they will realise that everything in Antarctica involves a huge environmental impact due to freighting etc.  This can be followed by students feeding back their decisions

	15mins
	Run through ppt of what the ecological footprint means

	20mins
	Give students 5mins to look through data about the 2010 Ecological footprint.  They can then spend 5mins answering questions 1 and 2 in their resource books

	30mins
	In small groups, (2/3?) Students use pg 6 to put together a 2min argument about whether they think science and exploration in Antarctica is worth the ecological impact

	40mins
	Spend 10mins listening to students arguments. – this is likely to turn into a discussing amongst students.  Encourage this!

	50mins
	In small groups, students come up with ways that the 2010 expedition is sensitive to the environment.  You can tell them a few things that we will be doing.  Certainly worth mentioning poo sledges at this point (even if we are unlikely to use one!)


